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UNCLAS CARACAS 1035 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, PFOLVE 

SUBJECT: OIL WILL NOT BE USED AS POLITICAL INSTRUMENT, 

STATE OFFICIAL SOURCES 

REE: A) CARACAS 819 B) CARACAS 544 C) CARACAS 332 
D) CARACAS 239 

1. EOR FIFTH TIME IN 1975 VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
HAVE REITERATED THAT OIL HAS NEVER BEEN USED AS A POLITICAL 
INSTRUMENT, AND THAT THIS COUNTRY GUARANTEES TO SUPPLY ITS 
NATURAL MARKETSIN WHICH THE UNITED STATES CONTINUES TO 
BE THE MOST IMPORTANT CUSTOMER. 

2. USING A FAVORITE DEVICE OF FRONT PAGE REPORT ATTRIBUTED 

TO TECHNICAL LEVEL AND OFFICIAL VENEZUELAN PETROLEUM AUTHORITIES, 
CARACAS EL NACIONAL ON JANUARY 26 STATED REMAKRS BY PRESIDENT 
FORD (TO EFFECT THAT VENEZUELA MIGHT JOIN IN FUTURE OIL 
BOYCOTT) FAIL TO TAKE NOTE OF TWO FACTS- 1) VENEZUELA 
NEVER HAS USED OIL AS POLITICAL INSTRUMENT AND HAS REITERATED 
TO ALL DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENTS THAT IT GUARANTEES TO SUPPLY 
ITS NATURAL MARKETS. ON JANUARY 20, MINES MINISTER VALENTIN 
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WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPLY CANADA, ITS SECOND MARKET, AND OE 
COURSE THE UNITED STATES IS CONSIDERED THE MAIN (NATURAL) 
MARKET. 2) OPEC NEVER HAS AGREED TO POLICY OF USING OIL AS 
POLITICAL INSTRUMENT THE CARTEL HAS CONFINED ITSELE TO PRICING 
AND PRODUCTION POLICIES. THE ARAB MEMBERS OF OPEC WHO 
PARTICIPATED IN THE OIL BOYCOTT, ACCORDING TO SOURCES QUOTED, 
DID NOT SUGGEST THAT VENEZUELA, IRAN NIGERIA OR ECUADOR 
PARTICIPATE IN THE BOYCOTT. 

3. ARTICLE STATES PRESIDENT FORD'S COMMENT ABOUT POSSIBLE 
VENEZUELAN PARTICIPATION IN FUTURE OIL BOYCOTT HAS SO MANY 
IMPLICATIONS THAT MATTER IS NO LONGER STRICTLY A PETROLEUM 
QUESTION AND THEREFORE MUST BE HANDLED AT LEVEL OF VENEZUELAN 
EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. OFEICIAL CARACAS WAS REPORTED TO BE 
AWAITING MORE PRECISE INFORMATION FROM VENEZUELAN EMBASSY 
REGARDING EORD COMMENTS. 

4. REF CABLES ARE FOUR PREVIOUSLY REPORTED PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS BEGINNING WITH PRESIDENT PEREZ' NEW YEAR'S SPEECH 
REAEFIRMING VENEZUELAN POLICY OP NOT USING OIL AS POLITICAL 
INSTRUMENT. THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN REPEATED SO OFTEN THAT GOV 
MAY BE NERVOUSLY WONDERING IF ANYONE IS LISTENING. 
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